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The question concerning humanism ask we from Martin Heidegger, who has
that about a famous Text: Biref (iber den Humanismus. The Text contains a
historical version that about, that is important for our Iranian, because it can
help to overcoming of our misunderstandings of Humanism. Anyway, both
Heidegger's historical version and critique must be understood as parts of his
philosophy. After a general preface about Humanism and an introduction to the
importance of Heidegger's discussion on it, the first part represents his historical
version, that which is not much different from the common understanding of
the western popular intellectuals. Heidegger in his historical discussion stress
its Romano-Greek essence, which emerges in Italian humanism of 14-15th
century, in German second Humanism in 19th century and metaphysics of
Marx, Christianity, Husserl and Sartre. The second part briefly describes
Heidegger's critique of Humanism, which is based on his totally special
understanding of metaphysics. The main pillar of Heidegger's historical-
philosophical critique on metaphysics is heir based on the common
understanding of human Being in it: "man is animal rational". Humanism and
metaphysics need at the same time each other necessarily.
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Extended Abstract
The following article contains of two introductory part, two main parts, and a conclusion:

Foreword on the meaning of humanism in short: The foreword provides an overview of general
debates about humanism because of the full of misunderstanding actual discussions in Iran. It deals
with the facts that humanism basically has a historical meaning, which indicates the fundamental
cultural and social changes in the 14th and 15th centuries in ltaly at the beginning of the new
European era. But parallel to this, humanism also has a conceptual meaning, derived from the word
"human” in the term "humanism”. It is used in completely contradictory ways by different
philosophers and intellectuals in different oriented theoretical systems.

Introduction: on the limits of Heidegger's discussion of humanism: The introduction focuses
on the meaning of humanism and the question of man in the philosophies of existence and then in
Heidegger. He differs from other philosophers of existence in that he sees humanism as a historical
matter, while others, such as Sartre, interpret it entirely conceptually. In fact, Heidegger's
humanism is a part of his critique of metaphysics that is not usually recognized. The other side of
his critique will be repeated again and again: metaphysics forgets the truth of Being and is
preoccupied with beings. Indeed, Heidegger's critique of humanism is an important part of his
philosophy, so much so that he himself says that he was essentially concerned with it when he
wrote Being and Time.

Heidegger's historical version of humanism: This historical version is compactly stated in a not-

so-long section of his letter, which contains the following points:

1. He returns the historical provenance of humanism to the Roman origin and says that the first
use of this word was in the Roman Republic, without naming Cicero. Therefore, he briefly
accepts the historical-philological method. But this Roman origin means the formation of the
Roman essence and nature of humanism and its continuation in the later.

2. From the very beginning of Roman humanism, there is a kind of value judgment that still recurs
in other later forms of humanism: it identifies itself against the barbarism of other nations.

3. But Roman humanism has its Greek past and foundation, but the reliable authentic Greece of
the Romans is not the Platonic and Aristotelian or pre-Socratic Greece, but the later Greece,
where philosophy took the form of an educational institution, i.e. the official educational
system of the time.

4. Nevertheless, the bridge back to this Greek past is for Heidegger education or maideio. On the
other hand, we know that the teaching of philosophical sciences belongs to maudeia in the late
Greek.

5. In Renaissance Humanism, the various disciplines of the human sciences grew again in this
ready-made land of Greco-Roman education. As Heidegger says, "historically understood
humanism always includes sudia humanitas,” that which is actually what we call humanities
today, i.e., modernity begins with humanity or human sciences. The significant result is also
that since modernity begins with Renaissance Humanism, the first and main characteristic of
modernity is the human sciences.
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6. The humanities then follow a certain paradigm, which is, on the one hand, the historical vision
and research and, on the other hand, the antiquarianism of these studies, in which each subject
begins with ancient Greece.

7. took place in Germany in the 19th century and whose representatives are Winkelmann, Schiller
and Goethe.

Finally, Heidegger refers to Holderlin in contrast to humanism in order to show a historical
horizon that is not humanistic and therefore, of course, cannot be metaphysical, i.e. non-
humanistic thinking is not limited to himself.

Heidegger's metaphysical critique of humanism: For Heidegger, metaphysics is essentially a
special period of Western thought. Even the Greeks, before Plato and Aristotle, did not call
thinking philosophy or reduce it to philosophical disciplines. Heidegger's historical critique of
metaphysics basically focuses on two main problems: First, its preoccupation with being, while it
forgets Being and its truth, which every reader of Heidegger knows. The second problem, of which
very few people are aware, is the question of the human being. According to Heidegger, it's the
foundation of metaphysics. Metaphysics, followed by humanism, exposes this fundamental
problem. But it does not examine it from the ground up, as it should. In its metaphysical side,
humanism, like Aristotle, has always understood man as an "animal rationale", therefore it
understands and interprets man from the animality, not as a human being. Thus, Heidegger sees a
reciprocal relationship between humanism and metaphysics, but in the letter he emphasizes the
problem of the human being and gives examples of humanism intertwined with metaphysics,
including Marx, Christianity, Sartre, and occasionally Husserl.

Conclusion: Humanism is first and foremost a historical event that took place in Italy in the 14th
and 15th centuries, an event that goes back to pre-Christian Rome and through it to ancient Greece.
Humanism has always included a special kind of education and education in the sciences, which
was called studia humanitas, which today means the human sciences. This has no other
consequence than that the first characteristic of modernity, which begins with Renaissance
humanism, is the human sciences, before and more than the natural and experimental sciences, and
later than technology.

For Heidegger, humanism is a historical event. In its unrepeatable uniqueness, it is oriented
toward the fundamental question of metaphysics, that is, the question of the human being.
Metaphysics, like Aristotle, considers the human being, apart from the truth of Being as "animal
rationale” and thus on the basis of animality. Heidegger's critique of humanistic metaphysics is
usually overlooked in understanding his philosophy.

Finally, two other secondary results follow from this discussion: First, this criticism of his is
also directed against metaphysics in the Islamic world as long as it understands human being as a
speaking animal i.e. as animal rationale. Second. In Heidegger's analysis of humanism, the
problem of the substitution of God by man is not discussed. He does discuss nihilism and the death
of God, but these are quite different issues from his critique of humanism, and the two should not

be confused.
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