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Some schools of thought and philosophy have explained human relations and
the realm of politics under nature and the celestial system. In this idea, by
presenting a completely passive understanding of man's position in existence
and against nature, human affairs, especially the political realm, have become
possible with the logic of fatalism and natural and celestial conditions. In
contrast, some philosophers, especially Suhrawardi, have opposed the above
idea and have tried to present an active and creative image of man in the system
of nature, not only to give independence to the realm of politics against nature,
but also to repair and develop the relations of the system of nature with the logic
of the realm of politics. In this article, the author tries to address Suhrawardi's
position on this matter using a descriptive-analytical method. For this purpose,
first, Suhrawardi's description of the initial state in which celestial nature and
the dominance of destiny are fundamental features is presented. An attempt is
made to draw practical conclusions in the realm of politics using Suhrawardi's
theoretical description of how the powerful man is realized, and his theoretical
revolution regarding the independence of the realm of politics from nature and
the celestial system, and also, above that, to determine the realm of politics as
a platform for existential developments in the world of nature and celestial
natures, is made.

Cite this article: Abedi-Jigheh, M. & Bagherzadeh-Meshkibaf, M. (2025). Rereading Suhrawardi's Theory of the Heavens; A

Response to

the Dominance of Nature and Fatalism over Human Relations. Journal of Philosophical

Investigations, 19 (52),77-96. https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2025.66973.4084
© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4466-295X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7406-2525

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, University of Tabriz, Volume 19, Issue 52, 2025. pp. 77-96 78

Extended Abstract

Introduction

To properly understand Suhrawardi’s metaphysical revolution, it is necessary to briefly refer to
the position of the celestial order and the issue of destiny in the political and social context of
Suhrawardi’s era. The celestial system held a special place both in theoretical thought and public
culture on one hand, and in practical politics and social relations on the other. Of course, this
conception was not limited to Suhrawardi’s time; its roots go back to antiquity, when the stars
were imagined as powerful deities determining human fate and fortune. Given the prevailing belief
throughout these historical periods in the influence of the heavens upon human affairs, scholars
sought to develop a scientific understanding through which they could arrange their lives in
accordance with the logical patterns of celestial movements. Based on such a view, human beings
were seen as lacking free will before the power of nature and the cosmic order; the only possible
and necessary act was to comprehend celestial destiny and joyfully accept the fates concealed
within it. This cosmological worldview, as Sanders explains, deeply penetrated political practice,
such that political structures and decisions became dependent not on human reason and awareness
but on the dispositions of the celestial bodies and astrological conditions. The celestial relations
were so important in politics that political success or failure was attributed less to human wisdom
and more to heavenly configurations. Political and social crises, as well as the fall of dynasties,
were often linked to astronomical calculations. Consequently, astrologers in the Sassanid period
held significant influence at royal courts, ranking alongside scribes and ministers as among the
most powerful figures in governance.

The main structure of the article

The dominance of the celestial-natural system in human relations paved the way for the spread of
extreme fatalistic views of Ash‘arism in Islamic governments. Thus, within the structure of the
Islamic Caliphate, the Ash‘arite doctrine received strong institutional support, as it denied all
causality in the natural and human domains, assigning all causes and effects exclusively to the
Almighty God. In human life, destiny was regarded as a key determinant; people were expected to
organize their lives in accordance with divine decrees as revealed through celestial calculations,
in order to achieve both worldly happiness and eternal salvation. Hence, the celestial order and
astronomical computations functioned as mediating instruments by which humans synchronized
themselves with divine purposes and decrees. Several philosophical schools explained human
relations and the sphere of politics under the framework of nature and the celestial system. Within
this view, human affairs—particularly political life—were understood through the passive logic of
determinism and cosmic order. In contrast, some philosophers, notably Suhrawardi, opposed this
conception. They sought to provide an active and creative image of humanity within the natural
system, granting political life autonomy from nature and transforming the relationship between the
cosmic order and political reason into one of renewal and progression. Through establishing his
[lluminationist ontology, Suhrawardi aimed to construct a philosophical system capable of
resolving the intellectual and socio-political crises of his time. One of Suhrawardi’s central
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concerns was to challenge the dominance of celestial determinism and the coercive authority of
fate over human and political affairs. By empowering human agency, he sought to invert the
relationship between human life, politics, and the celestial order. Accordingly, Suhrawardi first
describes the primordial condition in which celestial determinism prevails and then, through his
theoretical explanation of the emergence of the empowered human, draws practical implications
for politics—articulating his philosophical revolution in terms of the independence of political
order from nature and the celestial hierarchy. Ultimately, he presents politics as a field for
existential transformation within both the natural and celestial realms.

Conclusion

From the above discussion, it follows that Suhrawardi, through his Illuminationist philosophy,
offers a new explanation of the relationship between humanity and the celestial order, seeking to
build theoretical foundations that resist the dominant khalifah (Caliphate) doctrine, which
explained all human and political affairs under the determinist logic of Ash‘arite cosmology.
Suhrawardi instead establishes politics as an autonomous realm, independent from nature and
destiny, and interprets the entirety of nature through the primacy of the political sphere. Thus, two
existential conditions of humankind can be distinguished: (1) The initial condition, in which the
human being is passive and weak, and (2) The ideal condition, in which the human—through self-
development—frees himself from the coercion of celestial nature and governs the natural world
according to rational will. In the first condition, Suhrawardi attributes causal roles to celestial
natures and configurations in generating species and elements, as well as to celestial souls in
bringing about material events and human affairs, thereby revealing the dependent and subordinate
position of humanity. Yet this is not the final state of existence. The human being is capable,
through ontological ascent, of transforming this relation—elevating himself to the level of the First
Intellect and organizing all cosmic relations under his own creative activity. In this stage, humanity
becomes a microcosmic embodiment in which the entire universe, including the celestial and
elemental worlds, exists as its parts. Thus, no part of the cosmos possesses an independent
existence capable of dominating humanity or subordinating human affairs—including politics—
to itself. With this ontological independence and existential empowerment, Suhrawardi provides
the theoretical foundation for the autonomy of politics from nature and fatalism. Consequently,
instead of politics being understood under nature and the celestial order, the entire cosmos becomes
organized through the Illuminationist logic of political order.
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