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The external and internal cognitive powers of animals each have their own
specific perceptions. But sometimes, along with the specific object of each
cognitive power, other perceived things that have not been directly perceived
by any of the cognitive powers at the moment of perceiving a specific object
are also comprehended. Avicenna referred to this type of perceptions, especially
when they are of the kind of sensible objects, as "incidental sensible" and
regarded the faculty that perceives them as the faculty of estimation. Since the
faculty of estimation perceives "intentions” which are in opposition to entities
known as "forms," which are exclusively perceived by external senses, the
question arises as to how the estimation, which perceives intentions, can
comprehend external perceptions if incidental perceptions are of the same kind
as sensible, and incidental sensible are indeed forms. The answer is that the
position of a perceptual object in terms of form or intention is not an absolute
position, but is determined by the relationships and ratios established between
the perceived and the perceiver in a specific perceptual act. And for this reason,
Avicenna defined intentions not by the characteristic of being non-sensory, but
by the feature of "not being perceived through external senses."
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Extended Abstract

Islamic philosophers have considered specific powers for each of the plant, animal, and human in
their discussions of psychology. According to these sages, perception begins at the level of the
animal soul. According to each specific perceptive power, there are also specific perceived things.
The cognitive powers of animals are divided into two categories: external perceptual powers and
internal perceptual powers. Ibn Sina calls everything that the external senses perceive "form".
Among the internal perceiving faculties, what the imaginative faculty perceives, which consists of
non-sensible matters that exist in sensible objects, is called "meaning™. The form is first perceived
by senses and then present it to the internal senses. Ibn Sina identifies the most important
characteristics of meaning as 1. its connection to the tangible, 2. its particularity (in contrast to
general concepts and intelligibles), and 3. the external senses do not perceive meaning, and only
the estimative faculty is capable of perceiving it. He notes that the external senses lack the ability
to perceive it (unlike forms, which can be perceived by both external and internal senses). Each
power perceives its own objects inherently, and its objects are also specific to it. Among the
cognitive powers of animals, only the power of estimation is capable of not only directly
perceiving its own objects but also of indirectly perceiving the objects of the external senses.
Avistotle referred to this type of perception as "incidental perception™ and attributed it to the
common sense. Ibn Sina associated this type of perception with the faculty of estimation and
enumerated its characteristics. Since incidental perception is mainly related to the perception of
sensory objects, Ibn Sina also referred to it as "incidental sensation”. Based on this, the objects of
estimation or the meanings include two main types: 1. non-perceptible matters present in
perceptible things (like a specific sheep's fear of a specific wolf) and 2. Matters that are inherently
among the perceptible but are not felt when judging with the faculty of estimation (like seeing a
yellow object and concluding that it is honey). It seems that Ibn Sina's two statements about
meaning, one considering it an imperceptible entity present in the perceptible, and the other
exemplifying it as something that is inherently perceptible but has not come to the senses at the
moment of perception, are inconsistent with each other. Because it was decided that the objects of
external senses are forms and the objects of the faculty of estimation are meanings, but here we
have apparently attributed a form to the perception of the faculty of estimation and have deviated
from the original principle regarding the distinction of faculties.

To resolve this conflict, one can refer to other parts of his statements regarding the meanings
or meanings that are perceived and apprehended. lbn Sina, in some of his works, has defined
meanings not by the characteristic of being non-sensory but by the characteristic of "not being
perceived by external senses”. In the sweet example of seeing something, since the eye only
perceives colors, it is impossible for sweetness to be transferred to the object of sight. And since
the sense of taste is not at all affected by the object in this case, it will not be an object of perception
either. Therefore, there is no external sense that can explain such cases of incidental perception,
just as there is no other faculty to explain the perception of secondary qualities. Imagination or
common sense cannot be perceiver here; because these internal senses only comprehend the things
that their external senses have perceived. Therefore, the power of estimation must fill this
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explanatory gap. From here, a general epistemological principle regarding meanings can be
derived from Ibn Sina's perspective, which is that the position of an object of perception in terms
of form or meaning is not an absolute position, but is determined by the relationships and
connections established in a specific perceptual act between the perceiver and the perceived.

Ibn Sina, in response to the question of how the estimative faculty accesses the meanings
present in tangible matters, presents three types of method

1.Divine inspiration: matters that have been bestowed upon all beings through divine
inspiration;

2. Semi-experience: matters that have been obtained by the soul through a means similar to
experience;

3. Analogy: matters that are realized for the imagination through analogy.

From here, one can arrive at a general epistemological principle regarding meanings according
to Ibn Sina, which is that the position of an object of perception in terms of form or meaning is not
an absolute position, but is determined by the relationships and ratios established in a specific
perceptual act between the perceiver and the perceived. The estimative faculty can perceive all
these things together and judge about an object as a whole. From this, it can be understood that the
power of estimation, in addition to perceiving non-material meanings that are accompanied by
matter and are tangible, also perceives specific tangible matters for which there is no actual sensory
connection, but their effects remain in the treasury of imagination and memory. It is evident that
these two types of perception are of a passive nature, and the power of estimation achieves a type
of understanding that is based on the concepts and forms present in the mind, influenced by
external or internal matters. Therefore, incidental perception or sensation is a specific type of
estimative perception in which the perceived does not have a real and actual presence for the
sensory power, but the estimation issues a judgment about its existence and presence, placing it in
the position of a tangible and present object.
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