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Various schools of political philosophy seek to answer fundamental
questions concerning the nature of government, the ideal forms of political
systems, the qualifications of rulers, governmental structures, the criteria
of legitimacy, popular acceptance, and efficiency, as well as people’s
expectations of governments and the nature of the relationship between the
state and society. In fact, the type of answers given to these questions is
deeply dependent on the worldview, philosophical anthropology, and
political philosophy from which thinkers draw their assumptions. This
study examines the nature of these questions and their answers from the
(i‘tibarat). Social
constructs encompass all socially established principles, ideas, structures,
and laws created by human beings on the basis of their needs; they do not

perspective of socially constructed perceptions

exist prior to those needs. The theory of social constructs demonstrates that
rational responses to the aforementioned political questions are
increasingly shaped by variables such as time, place, culture, traditions,
customs, social classes, collective mentalities, and people’s needs and
expectations. Since these variables are fluid and subject to historical and
geographical change, the central questions of political philosophy do not
admit fixed and immutable answers. Rather, in accordance with the
changing nature of social constructs, the answers themselves undergo
fluctuation and transformation. Nevertheless, it is possible, based on
historical experience, to identify certain relatively stable principles, such
as the centrality of knowledge, virtue, efficiency and skill, public
satisfaction and acceptance, justice, freedom, law, welfare and security,
ethical life, and similar values, which appear across theories of political
philosophy, even though their concrete manifestations may differ.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Drawing upon the theory of socially constructed perceptions developed by the contemporary
Iranian philosopher Allameh Sayyed Mohammad Hossein Tabataba’i, this study seeks to
demonstrate that applying this theory to political philosophy can yield important and
noteworthy results and offer new, often significantly different, answers to traditional questions
in political philosophy. A key feature of employing the theory of social constructs in political
philosophy is the introduction of the element of fluidity. This means that none of the questions
of political philosophy possesses a fixed and unchangeable answer; rather, depending on the
type of socially constructed perceptions formed within different societies under varying
temporal and spatial conditions, the answers to political-philosophical questions will also vary
and remain subject to change.

Both temporal factors and cultural elements form the basis of this variability. This reality
reminds us that in the domain of politics and political philosophy, particularly with regard to
governance, we should not confine ourselves to fixed and uniform answers. The rapid and
complex transformations of human living conditions, emphasized by the theory of social
constructs, require adopting new perspectives toward longstanding questions of political
philosophy and governance, naturally leading to new and different answers.

In this context, the implications of socially constructed perceptions can be examined with
respect to key concepts in political philosophy, including: the necessity of government, the
form and nature of political authority, who is qualified to govern, governmental structures,
criteria of political legitimacy and popular acceptance, public expectations and governmental
efficiency, governmental priorities and programs, justice, law, freedom within governance, and
finally, the relationship between the government and the people.

Based on Allameh Tabataba’i’s account of socially constructed perceptions, the impact of
their fluidity on the core components of political philosophy can be analyzed in order to assess
how the growing variability of social constructs, especially those emerging after social
formation, shapes human understanding of these political concepts.

The theory of social constructs teaches us not to predetermine universal and ready-made
answers to questions concerning the nature, necessity, or causes of societies’ need for
government. Such answers would reflect a neglect of the fluid needs and conditions of
societies. Instead, in addressing these questions, factors such as time, place, living conditions,
and the mentalities and aspirations of the people in a given society must be taken into account.
Accordingly, political theories should be formulated specifically for that society and remain
valid only so long as those conditions persist, since changes in social constructs will inevitably
alter the content of the answers provided. Thus, all thinkers, whether approaching the issue
from philosophical, theological, sociological, or other perspectives, must pay close attention to
the fluid nature of governance and the changing causes and necessity of government.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that due to the growing influence of social constructs, achieving fixed
and immutable components in political philosophy, particularly in governance, is nearly
impossible. All components shaping government are subject to historical and social fluctuation,
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reflecting the gradual and sometimes rapid transformations of human societies. Embracing
social constructs therefore entails abandoning the formulation of fixed, transhistorical, and
transcultural principles, programs, and ideologies of governance. Instead, it calls for attention
to the primary variables of social constructs, such as time, place, culture, tradition, social class,
dominant discourse, level of public education, ethics, and livelihood, in designing political
principles and programs. Such an approach, by virtue of its sensitivity to these variables, is
more likely to possess rational justification and practical success.

However, this fluidity does not lead to absolute relativism. Within historical and social

variability, certain relatively stable approaches, criteria, principles, and practices can still be

identified, products of humanity’s historical political experience. These include:

1. Although the nature and necessity of government are influenced by social constructs,
historical experience shows that the transition from the state of nature to civil society is
inevitable; humanity’s present and future are fundamentally tied to governance.

2. While various forms of government may exist, the most desirable form is one that
maximizes human well-being, and rulers should possess virtues such as knowledge,
competence, moral self-discipline, experience, skill, and sound judgment.

3. Despite diverse views on legitimacy and acceptance, legitimacy grounded in broad popular
consent and acceptance based on fulfilling public needs and expectations enjoys greater
plausibility.

4. Although governmental structures may vary, the separation of powers into executive,
judicial, and legislative branches has received broader acceptance.

5. Historical experience aligns most strongly with the principles of rule of law and justice
understood as giving each their due.

6. While conceptions of freedom differ, freedom from domination and the ability to make
rational choices based on individual capacities are more widely endorsed.

7. Governmental efficiency is largely measured by the extent to which legitimate public
expectations are fulfilled.

8. The most appropriate conception of state—society relations views government as a servant
of the people rather than a paternalistic authority over their lives.

In sum, despite the profound influence of social constructs and the fluid nature of
governance, core principles such as knowledge, experience and skill, justice-seeking, freedom,
rule of law, ethical conduct, pursuit of human flourishing, and the prioritization of welfare and
security should not be sacrificed. Rather, these values can serve as relatively stable guiding
principles for rulers and political institutions across different societies.
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