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This article examines Plato's critical view of Greek tragedy and its function. Plato
does not consider tragedy to be just one art or a specific genre of art. In his view,
tragedy contains a specific worldview that is current and dominant among people.
It is true that Plato's view of tragedy is influenced by his general view of art, but
what makes tragedy so important is the way of life in which it is promoted and
praised. To examine Plato's view of tragedy and its function, an attempt was first
made to examine the concept of "mimesis" (imitation/representation) in Plato's
treatises. By examining this concept, it became clear that imitation, as the essence
of art, is not in itself negative. It is true that Plato speaks of a reprehensible and
objectionable type of imitation in some passages, but this type of approach cannot
be generalized to the entire meaning of art. The type of imitation used in the arts
determines the Platonic view of it. Imitation that is influenced by the creation, or
more precisely, the birth of works of art, is not only not reprehensible, but also
necessary and essential; on the contrary, imitation of objects and affairs existing
in the world due to its distance from truth is reprehensible and undesirable. After
clarifying Plato's dual view of art, we turned to parts of Plato's treatises in which
tragedy and its usual functions are implicitly referred to. By nourishing and
strengthening the lower part of the soul, ordinary tragedy has a psychological and
morally destructive effect on the audience, portrays death as the greatest evil,
encourages mourning, and most importantly, promotes a worldview based on the
rule of "Moira" (fate). In contrast, Plato believes in a kind of ideal tragedy that
represents the "most beautiful and best life" (i.e., a life dedicated to wisdom and
virtue). This type of tragedy is not an existing literary genre, but a "project" to be
realized in the form of a philosophical life (Socrates in the Phaedo) and an ideal
constitution (Magnesia in the Laws). The most important function of this type of
tragedy is to purify the soul by separating it from bodily attachments and directing
it towards wisdom and virtue
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

When a hero like Achilles knows that an early death is destined for him, the audience learns
that life always comes with inevitable limitations. In fact, tragedy is supposed to strengthen our
“resilience” in the face of fate. Plato explicitly shows in his treatises that the tragic view of life,
which is the conventional and accepted view of all people, is not the right one. In his treatises,
Plato, rather than accepting fate or chance as the determining factor in life, believes that man
has the ability to shape his own life and must accept responsibility for it. In The Republic, Book
10, the myth of Er ends with the sentence: "

Materials and method

Therefore, it seems that Plato is generally opposed to any tragedy and does not see any function
for it; because tragedy is based on a principle that he completely rejects. In the present study,
we are going to first examine Plato's view on tragedy by briefly examining Plato's view on art
in general and Plato's view on artists, in order to answer the question of what Plato's view on
tragedy and its function is.

Description

Plato considers the founder and legislator of society to be obliged to censor works of art and
determine characteristics for poets and tragedians so that the youth of Medina can be educated
in the best possible way, since the happiness of society and his utopia depend on this correct
education. He believes that the first principle that tragedians should observe is that God is good,
and that good events originate from him.

In the Republic, he believes that God is a simple essence and that his words and actions are
pure truth. He is free from corruption and deceit, does not change, and does not deceive anyone
by changing his voice and tone, because the gods are not magicians or sorcerers. Plato places
special emphasis on this issue that tragedians need to pay attention to. “The gods are not
magicians or sorcerers, they do not change, and they do not deceive anyone.” Therefore, Plato
does not tolerate the poems of Homer, Aeschylus, and other poets about the deceitfulness of
the gods, and naturally considers these works to be worthless and have no place in the
educational structure of his city.

This is where Plato's statement comes from, God in poetry is constantly changing. That is,
he is both one and many and is constantly changing. In the Republic, he is a teacher and
politician and speaks in a didactic manner. That is why he does not accept the plurality and
multiplicity of God. However, contrary to his statements in the Republic, in the treatise
"Parmenides", which is no longer addressed to the general public, he affirms the plurality and
multiplicity of God and accepts the principle of manifestation and plurality. "So, if there is one,
there must be number; but since there is number, there will be multiplicity and multiplicity and
an infinite number of beings... Thus, one being is multiplicity and multiplicity infinite. He is
both the same and the other." It is clear.

Conclusion

The analysis of Plato's ideal tragedy does not focus on any one instance. Often, each of the
characteristics of ideal tragedy is raised during the audit of existing works. The main
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characteristic attributed to ideal tragedy is also taken from the treatise Phaedo, which is the
story of the death of Socrates, and not from a real tragedy. This means that Plato's "ideal
tragedy" is a "project". Therefore, this type of tragedy for Plato is not an existing literary genre,
but a program that must be realized in practice - in the form of a philosophical life (like Socrates
in Phaedo) and in the structure of an ideal city (like Magnesia in the Laws). In other words,
instead of writing tragedy, Plato redefines life itself as tragedy.

Ordinary tragedy, with its well-known structure and characteristics, causes emotional
catharsis in the audience, but by rejecting ordinary tragedy, Plato also denies its function,
namely emotional catharsis. In Plato's view, ideal tragedy can cause rational catharsis.
However, this type of catharsis is not achieved for the audience through observation, but for
the philosopher himself and through philosophical practice. By strengthening his rational
faculties, a person purifies himself, that is, he frees himself from feelings and emotions, his
body and its attachments, and finally prepares himself for death, which contains the greatest
good. But whether this kind of life, or even its representation with the characteristics expressed
in Plato's works, can be placed under the genre of tragedy is perhaps the greatest challenge that
Plato faces. Is tragedy, or in other words, life devoid of concern for fate and the conflict of
specific feelings and emotions, not a lion without a mane and tears? What Plato describes is a
lifestyle, not a work of art.
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