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Femininity and masculinity are two correlative concepts, each of which
can only be defined and explained by reference to the characteristics of the
other. This article seeks to articulate the ontological, practical, and
epistemological components of masculine identity in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought.
The central signifier of masculine identity is "unity," whereas the central
signifier of feminine identity is "multiplicity.” This unity manifests itself
ontologically at the level of ahadiyya (uniqueness), whose characteristic is
inclusivity, symbolized by Adam. From a practical perspective, unity is
reflected in integration and order, exemplified by God's manifestation in
the station of rahmaniyya (all-encompassing mercy), with Idris serving as
its symbol. The realization of unity in epistemological terms occurs
through manifestation at the level of intellect (‘aql), characterized by a
transcendental, formless, and holistic understanding of reality, symbolized
by Moses. Therefore, masculine identity, given the three aforementioned
components, is oriented toward the arc of ascent (gaws al-su‘ad) and the
movement from multiplicity toward unity. This identity fundamentally
seeks to gather and harmonize multiplicities under a singular entity. Its
mode of perception and understanding is such that it grasps multiplicities
in coherence with one another, in terms of a single whole, possessing a
holistic understanding of reality.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction and Statement of the Problem

The question of gender, particularly in the contemporary period marked by the theoretical challenges
posed by feminism, requires a precise and foundational re-examination. Acknowledging this necessity,
the present study turns to one of the most complex yet intellectually rich sources of Islamic mysticism,
namely the works of Muhyt al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi. Since, within Ibn ‘Arab1’s intellectual system, concepts
acquire meaning only through their relational opposition and complementarity, it is impossible to
understand the nature of “femininity”” without first clarifying the nature of “masculinity.” Employing a
“triadic method,” this article investigates masculine identity across three dimensions: ontology, praxis,
and epistemology.

Elucidating the Nature of Masculinity
From Ibn ‘Arabi’s perspective, one of the principal characteristics constituting masculine gender is
‘uliw makani (spatial elevation), whereas ‘uliw makana (elevation in rank or status) is considered
among the defining features of feminine gender. On this basis, Ibn ‘Arabi derives the term mudhakkar
(masculine) from dhikr (meaning intimate companion or associate), interpreting it metaphorically as
signifying the spatial elevation of the masculine gender and its proximity to the Divine Essence.
The Triadic Method
Within Ibn ‘Arabi’s metaphysical framework, three triadic structures emerge within which masculinity
and femininity must be interpreted:

1. Allah — Ahad — Wahid

2. Allah — Rahman — Rahim

3. Allah — Intellect (“aql) — Soul (nafs)

According to the argument of this article, masculine gender corresponds to the triad of Ahad,
Rahman, and “Aql, while feminine gender corresponds to Wahid, Rahim, and Nafs. The study seeks to
explain Ahadiyya (Divine Oneness) as the ontological dimension, Rahmaniyya (Merciful Lordship) as
the practical dimension, and ‘Aql (Intellect) as the epistemological dimension of masculine identity.
The Ontological Component: Ahad, Totality, and Adam
Ontologically speaking, the direct permeation of the Divine Essence into existence occurs on two levels:
the essential and the nominal. Since the essential level possesses “spatial elevation” over the nominal
level, the manifestation of Truth at the level of Essence (Ahadiyya) embodies this characteristic, which
signifies masculinity; femininity, by contrast, is grounded in elevation of rank rather than spatial
transcendence.

A second indication of the masculinity of Ahad lies in its quality of comprehensiveness (jami‘iyya).
In the station of Ahadiyya, the Divine Essence manifests itself in its totality and maintains a condition
of existential encompassment and non-delimitation (:_<2Y) in relation to all nominal and attributive
determinations. Furthermore, within Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought, possessing “form” is associated with
femininity. Consequently, the absence of form at the level of Ahadiyya entails a masculine and non-
feminine identity.

A third indication is the singularity of Ahad as the “comprehensive cosmos” (kawn jami‘) and the
“Reality of Realities” (haqiqat al-haqa’iq), which leads, at the level of Essence, to a kind of
metaphysical sterility. Hence, for manifestation within contingent beings, it requires conjunction
(nikah) with the “Mothers of the Divine Names” — the feminine domain — and thereby becomes
paired. This necessity itself points toward the masculinity of Ahad.

A fourth indication is the manifestation of the identity of Ahad as the “comprehensive cosmos”
within the human being as the “comprehensive locus” (‘ayn jami‘), symbolized by Adam. Just as
Ahadiyya is the first manifestation of Allah, Adam, as the microcosm and the gatherer of all realities,
is the first created being in the world of generation and corruption. Owing to this comprehensiveness,
he becomes worthy of the station of Divine vicegerency (khilafat Allah).

Thus, Ahadiyya, by virtue of characteristics such as spatial elevation, comprehensiveness, and the
necessity of conjunction with the Divine Names for multiplicity, is understood as possessing masculine
gender. The ontological symbol of this identity is the “Perfect Human,” whose concrete manifestation
is Adam.
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The Practical Component: Rahman, Integration, and Idris

From the practical perspective, Rahman possesses the qualities of purity (tib), exalted rank, and spatial
elevation. Whatever possesses spatial elevation exercises lordship and governance over what lies
beneath it. Accordingly, Rahmaniyya, in relation to Rahimiyya, possesses both spatial transcendence
and the quality of lordship.Three principal characteristics of Rahmaniyya indicate its masculinity: 1. Its
spatial elevation over Rahimiyya; 2. Its purity, understood as simplicity and transcendence from all
forms; 3. Its lordship in the ascending arc (gaws al-su‘td), which entails purification through the
removal of multiplicity and determination, dissolving multiplicities into a single and simple identity.

Within this dimension, Idris symbolizes Rahmaniyya, for he is metaphorically associated with the
sun, which by virtue of its spatial elevation stands closer to the Divine realm and, as a singular reality,
gathers illumination and sanctity within itself. Idris therefore manifests transcendence, sanctity, and the
comprehensiveness of Divine self-disclosure at the level of Essence, demonstrating the masculinity of
this station through the negation of multiplicity.

Consequently, the practical dimension of Allah’s essential self-manifestation — namely
Rahmaniyya, understood as purification and unification through negating multiplicities — is regarded
as masculine. This lordly role within the ascending arc guides beings from multiplicity toward unity,
producing a unified whole from dispersed plurality. Masculine identity, therefore, assumes the function
of ordering and integrating, seeking to negate the independent identity of multiplicities and unify them
within a singular totality.

The Epistemological Component: Intellect, Transcendent Knowledge, and Moses

From the epistemological standpoint, ‘Aql (Intellect), as the First Emanation and in opposition to the
soul (nafs), is immaterial, formless, and simple. Due to its lack of multiplicity and determination, it
possesses a masculine identity.

In its cognitive function, intellect is responsible for the transcendent (tanzihi) knowledge of the
Divine Truth. Through it, the mystic perceives the station of annihilation (fana’) and the dissolution of
multiple realities within the single Divine Reality.

In Ibn ‘Arab1’s thought, the symbolic embodiment of this transcendent cognition is Moses. The
miracle of his staff metaphorically signifies the removal of multiple forms and serves as a reminder of
the authentic, formless knowledge of Truth. The basis for understanding intellect as the epistemological
dimension of masculine identity thus lies precisely in this transcendent mode of perception, founded
upon the negation of multiplicity and the attainment of a formless understanding of reality.

Ultimately, from the convergence of these three dimensions, one may conclude that masculine
gender is characterized ontologically by comprehensiveness, practically by integration and ordering,
and epistemologically by the pursuit of transcendent knowledge of Truth.

Conclusion

The central signifier underlying these three characteristics consists of concepts such as unity, purity,
simplicity, and comprehensiveness notions that stand in direct opposition to the defining features of
feminine identity, namely multiplicity, determination, individuation, and composition.
Comprehensiveness, in this framework, signifies the attainment of a unity that contains all multiplicities
within itself. Likewise, integration and ordering refer to the process through which independent
multiplicities lose their autonomous identities within a single comprehensive whole. In transcendent
cognition, the negation of multiple forms yields a unified and non-conditioned understanding of reality.

The fundamental distinction between rational and experiential cognition also lies here. Rational
cognition adopts a holistic and linear perspective, understanding phenomena in relation to past and
future and in connection with other realities. Experiential cognition, by contrast, perceives phenomena
as isolated, fragmented, and detached from their antecedents and consequences.

Accordingly, masculine identity unlike feminine identity, which inclines toward multiplicity and
determination continually seeks the negation of multiplicity and the attainment of unity. Masculine
identity therefore corresponds to the “ascending arc” (movement from multiplicity toward unity),
whereas feminine identity corresponds to the “descending arc” (movement from unity toward
multiplicity).This orientation toward unity manifests itself in the three dimensions discussed above:
Ontologically, through the comprehensiveness of Ahadiyya (symbolized by Adam); Practically,
through the lordship and ordering function of Rahmaniyya (symbolized by Idris); Epistemologically,
through the transcendent cognition of intellect (symbolized by Moses).
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