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This article examines the foundational and critical role of hermeneutics
and its relation to philosophy in the intellectual framework of Reza Davari
Ardakani from the perspective of social critical theory. In Davari’s
thought, hermeneutics is not merely an academic discipline or an
interpretive method; rather, it is philosophy itself insofar as it confronts the
crisis of the contemporary age. Through a critical dialogue with Heidegger
and by employing phenomenological-hermeneutic tools, Davari seeks to
diagnose and critique the modern interpretation of the world and the human
being. The article demonstrates how Davari, by deconstructing key
elements such as instrumental rationality and the dominance of method,
attributes the identity crisis of the humanities to the unreflective
acceptance of this very modern interpretation. Within this framework, he
conceptualizes Westoxification not as a social phenomenon, but as a
hermeneutical pathology. In response to this impasse, and drawing on his
intellectual affinity with Gadamer, Davari does not propose a new
ideology as a solution; instead, he advocates a sustained intellectual
practice grounded in dialogue and the fusion of horizons between
indigenous tradition and Western modernity. The ultimate aim of the
article is to safeguard the possibility of authentic thinking and to articulate
hermeneutics as a fundamental political philosophy concerned with the
conditions of possibility for responsible existence in the present historical
situation.
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Extended Abstract
A Critical-Theoretical Analysis of Modernity and the Historical Condition

This article offers a critical-theoretical analysis of the role and status of hermeneutics in the
philosophical thought of Reza Davari Ardakani, one of the most influential contemporary
Iranian philosophers. Drawing on the framework of social critical theory and philosophical
hermeneutics, the study argues that hermeneutics in Davari’s thought cannot be reduced to a
methodological tool or an academic subdiscipline within the humanities. Rather, it functions
as philosophy itself insofar as philosophy confronts the historical crisis of modernity and
reflects on the conditions of meaningful thought in the contemporary world.

The central problem addressed in this article is the following: how does Davari
reconceptualize hermeneutics as a fundamental mode of philosophical thinking in response to
the crisis of modern rationality, and what implications does this reconceptualization have for
the humanities, political thought, and the possibility of responsible historical existence? The
article contends that Davari’s engagement with hermeneutics emerges from a critical dialogue
with continental philosophy -specially Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer-and is
oriented toward diagnosing the metaphysical foundations of modernity rather than merely
criticizing its political or cultural manifestations.

Methodologically, the article adopts an interpretive—analytical approach grounded in social
critical theory. By reconstructing Davari’s key philosophical concepts and situating them
within broader debates on modernity, instrumental rationality, and the crisis of the humanities,
the study seeks to clarify both the critical and constructive dimensions of his thought. The
analysis focuses on Davari’s major philosophical writings, with particular attention to his
reflections on Western modernity, technology, nihilism, and the historical destiny of non-
Western societies.

One of the main arguments of the article is that Davari understands modernity primarily as
a metaphysical and historical condition rather than a collection of social institutions or political
arrangements. Influenced by Heidegger’s critique of metaphysics, Davari conceives “the West”
not as a geographical or cultural entity, but as the culmination of a specific history of thought-
a history marked by the dominance of subjectivity, instrumental reason, and technological
enframing (Gestell). From this perspective, the crises of contemporary societies, including
those affecting the humanities, cannot be adequately addressed through technical reforms,
ideological projects, or purely political critiques. Instead, they require a more fundamental
questioning of the interpretive frameworks through which the world, humanity, and knowledge
are understood.

Within this context, hermeneutics assumes a central role in Davari’s philosophy.
Hermeneutics, for him, is not a neutral method of interpretation but a historically situated mode
of understanding that reveals the horizons within which meaning becomes possible. The article
shows that Davari’s conception of hermeneutics is closely aligned with Gadamer’s emphasis
on historicity, tradition, and the fusion of horizons. However, Davari radicalizes this
hermeneutic insight by linking it to a critique of modernity’s metaphysical foundations. He
argues that modern rationality, dominated by calculative thinking and methodological
formalism, has obscured the question of Being and reduced both nature and humanity to objects
of control and manipulation.
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A key contribution of the article lies in its analysis of Davari’s critique of instrumental
rationality and methodological domination in the humanities. Davari maintains that the identity
crisis of the humanities stems from their uncritical adoption of modern scientific models and
methodological imperatives. By privileging efficiency, quantification, and technical problem-
solving, the humanities risk losing their capacity for genuine reflection on meaning, history,
and human existence. Hermeneutics, as Davari conceives it, offers a way to resist this reduction
by restoring attention to historical context, existential questioning, and dialogical
understanding.

The article further explores Davari’s reinterpretation of the concept of Westoxification,
arguing that he frames it not merely as a social or cultural phenomenon but as a hermeneutical
pathology. According to Davari, Westoxification involves the unreflective internalization of
modern Western interpretive frameworks, which shapes how non-Western societies understand
themselves, their traditions, and their future possibilities. This condition results in a form of
historical self-alienation, where indigenous traditions are either rejected as obsolete or
instrumentalized within modern categories that distort their original meaning.

In contrast to ideological responses to modernity, Davari does not propose a new political
doctrine or cultural program. Instead, he emphasizes the necessity of a sustained intellectual
practice grounded in dialogue, critical reflection, and openness to tradition. Drawing on
Gadamer’s notion of the fusion of horizons, Davari argues that meaningful engagement with
both indigenous traditions and Western modernity requires neither blind rejection nor uncritical
acceptance, but a reflective dialogue that acknowledges historical situatedness and limits.

The article concludes by suggesting that Davari’s reconceptualization of hermeneutics has
significant implications for political philosophy. Rather than offering a prescriptive political
theory, Davari articulates a form of fundamental political philosophy concerned with the
conditions of possibility for responsible thinking and action in a given historical situation.
Hermeneutics, in this sense, becomes a mode of philosophical vigilance that resists ideological
closure and preserves the possibility of authentic thought amid the pressures of technological
rationality and global modernity.

Overall, the article argues that Reza Davari Ardakani’s philosophy presents hermeneutics
as a critical and foundational practice that reconnects philosophy with its historical and
existential roots. By situating hermeneutics at the heart of philosophical reflection, Davari
seeks to safeguard the possibility of genuine thinking and to reopen questions about meaning,
history, and responsibility in the contemporary world.
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