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Philosophy has consistently maintained a relationship with the two domains of religion and
mysticism. This relationship has at times manifested as opposition and at other times as
dialogue and intellectual interaction. In the latter case, these interactions between
philosophy, religion, and mysticism have given rise to distinct processes and models of
philosophizing. The present research, employing documentary methods alongside logical
and deductive analysis, examines the position of religion and mysticism within the process
and model of the dialogical philosophy of Ibn Abi Jumhur Ahsa’ei, a prominent Shia
intellectual of the medieval Islamic period. It demonstrates how these two elements shaped
his intellectual structure. The process of Ibn Abi Jumhur's philosophizing unfolds as
follows: Upon 1. encountering the opposition among philosophers, religious scholars, and
Sufis, he seeks to resolve this antagonism. Consequently, 2. he endeavors to discover and
understand the nature of the relationships between the science of philosophy and the
sciences of theology and mysticism. He realizes that philosophy shares a unity of subject
matter with theology and mysticism, while simultaneously, discursive philosophy differs
methodologically from theology and mysticism. Therefore, 3. by comparing philosophy
with religion and mysticism, he seeks to identify the strengths and weaknesses of
philosophical reason. He concludes that philosophical reason is limited and weak at certain
levels, and also that philosophical reason evolves through establishing dialogue with
religion and mysticism and making use of them. Hence, to resolve the conflict and
opposition among philosophers, religious scholars, and mystics, and considering the
relationships of philosophy with theology and mysticism as well as the strengths and
weaknesses of philosophy, it becomes necessary to 4. present a dialogical philosophy.
Furthermore, the model of Ibn Abi Jumhur's dialogical philosophy comprises SixX
components: Resolving the overarching problem of the conception of opposition among
philosophy, theology, and Sufism. Utilizing revelatory and intuitive epistemic sources.
Being influenced by and utilizing the viewpoints of mystics and illuminationist
philosophers. Employing a religious approach to confirm and strengthen the rational
method. Using transmitted and intuitive methods alongside the rational method.
Establishing a comparative study between philosophy, religion, and mysticism to
demonstrate the unity of purpose and perspective among the three distinct sciences of
philosophy, theology, and mysticism.
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Extended Abstract

One of the Islamic thinkers of the 9th and 10th centuries AH is Muhammad ibn “Al1 ibn Ibrahim
ibn Abi Jumhur Ahsa’ei. As a philosopher, mystic, theologian, traditionist, and Shia jurist, he
strove in his various works towards the rapprochement, harmonization, and reconciliation of
diverse philosophical, religious, and mystical sciences. By synthesizing philosophical,
theological, and mystical foundations, he presented a systematic process of philosophizing. An
examination of Ibn Abi Jumhur's works and philosophical views reveals that religion and
mysticism are two key actors in shaping his model of philosophizing. From his perspective,
religion and mysticism are not only not in opposition to philosophical rationality; rather, they
serve as two epistemic wings that pave the path for the discovery of truth.

The present article investigates the role and position of religion and intuition in the process
and model of Ibn Abi Jumhur's philosophizing. It demonstrates how he, relying on revelation
and mystical intuition, established a philosophical system in which reason engages in
philosophizing through constructive dialogue and interaction with religious transmission and
mystical experience. Therefore, employing documentary, logical, and deductive analytical
methods, this article seeks to answer the following problem: What position do religion and
mysticism hold in the process and model of Ibn Abi Jumhur's dialogical philosophy? From this
central problem, subsidiary questions are derived: How is the process of forming Ibn Abi
Jumhur's dialogical philosophy constituted? And what is the model of Ibn Abi Jumhur's
dialogical philosophy?

The Process of Ibn Abi Jumhur’s Dialogical Philosophy is as follows:

1. Contextual Stage: Initially, Ahsa’ei encounters the existing opposition among
philosophers, religious scholars, and Sufis and seeks to resolve this antithesis. The concern
and overarching problem of the relationship between philosophy, religion, and mysticism—
which is the initial step in the process of Ibn Abi Jumhur's dialogical philosophy—emerged
for him within the intellectual-cultural context of opposition among philosophers, jurists,
theologians, and Sufis. Although religion and mysticism themselves play no role in forming
Ibn Abi Jumhur's overarching problem or its intellectual-cultural context, the interpretations
of religious scholars and Sufis regarding Islam and their personal viewpoints fundamentally
contributed to creating this opposition.

2. Stage of Examining Philosophy's Relations: In this stage, to address the aforementioned
concern and problem, Ahsa’ei undertakes a study of the subject matter and methodology of
philosophy, theology, and Sufism, seeking their similarities and differences. Thus, in the
second stage, Ahsa’ei seeks to discover and understand the nature of the relationships
between the science of philosophy and the sciences of theology and mysticism. He realizes
that: a. Philosophy shares unity of subject matter with theology and mysticism, and b.
Simultaneously, discursive philosophy differs methodologically from theology and
mysticism, and therefore we are dealing with three distinct sciences.

3. Stage of Examining the Strengths and Weaknesses of Philosophical Reason: Since
Ahsa’ei holds no prejudicial bias favoring discursive philosophy over other sciences, he
compares philosophy with religion and mysticism to discern the strengths and weaknesses
of philosophical reason. He concludes that: a. Philosophical reason is limited and weak at
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certain levels, and b. Philosophical reason evolves through establishing dialogue with
religion and mysticism and utilizing them.
Ahsa’ei, utilizing the capacity of religion and mysticism and through dialogue between
philosophy, religion, and mysticism, demonstrates that philosophical reason has limitations
and weaknesses. In reality, when philosophical reason engages in dialogue with religion and
mysticism, it becomes aware of its own weaknesses and limitations. Specifically,
philosophical reason realizes that it cannot answer a number of theological questions using
the deductive method of reasoning and that the intuitive method is superior to the rational
method. Then, again through dialogue between philosophy, religion, and mysticism, he
shows that although reason has limitations, philosophical reason can be developed and
perfected by utilizing the capacity of religion and mysticism.

4. Stage of Presenting Dialogical Philosophy: Finally, in this concluding stage, he reaches
the conclusion that to resolve the conflict and opposition among philosophers, religious
scholars, and mystics, and considering the relationships of philosophy with theology and
mysticism as well as the strengths and weaknesses of philosophy, a dialogical philosophy
must be presented.

Ibn Abi Jumhur seeks to present a "dialogical philosophy" based on a "cooperation-
unificationist paradigm.” This paradigm aims for the growth of philosophical reason through
establishing dialogue with religion and mysticism and the assistance these two provide to
philosophical reason, as well as creating unity and rapprochement among the three distinct
discourses of philosophy, religion, and Sufism. Within this paradigm, Ahsa’ei not only does
not seek to assimilate philosophy, religion, and mysticism into one another but also affirms the
distinction between these sciences. However, based on this paradigm, he seeks to redefine the
relationship between the rational, the transmitted, and the intuitive, demonstrating that: 1.
Philosophical reason is not self-sufficient and requires the assistance of religion and mysticism;
through dialogue with them and seeking their help, it both achieves greater growth and
perfection and its understanding becomes more comprehensive and precise. 2. Although
philosophy, religion, and mysticism are three separate epistemic systems, they share a single
viewpoint in answering questions and possess unity of purpose and perspective; their difference
lies merely in expressions and method.

The Model of Ibn Abi Jumhur's Dialogical Philosophy comprises six components:
Resolving the overarching problem of the conception of opposition among philosophy,
theology, and Sufism; utilizing revelatory and intuitive epistemic sources; being influenced by
and utilizing the views of mystics and illuminationist philosophers; employing a religious
approach to confirm and strengthen the rational method; using transmitted and intuitive
methods alongside the rational method; and establishing a comparative study between
philosophy, religion, and mysticism to demonstrate the unity of purpose and perspective among
the three distinct sciences of philosophy, theology, and mysticism.
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