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For Husserl, the ultimate criterion for knowledge and also for the
establishment of phenomenology is apodicticity. An experience that has
certain self-evidence reveals its object adequately and indubitably. The
possibility of founding philosophy on the basis of apodictic evidence has
been criticized by some later phenomenologists as “Cartesianism”. By
understanding and expanding the concept of "horizon", not only has the
idea of the accessibility of apodictic evidence in Husserl's earlier
thoughts undergone a change, but also has made various interpretations
of Husserl's phenomenological method. In this paper, by describing the
concept of horizon in Ideas I and First Philosophy II, we will discuss the
role of this concept in changing Husserl's attitude towards the apodictic
beginning of phenomenology. By examining Landgerbe's interpretation
of Husserl's Cartesianism, we will show that Husserl, revising the
definition of apodicticity, finally, by discovering the psychological and
life-world paths toward phenomenological reduction, understood the
limitations of the Cartesian path of reduction, but he still believes in the
absolute foundation of philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

This paper examines Edmund Husserl’s conception of apodictic evidence and the horizon of
consciousness, focusing primarily on I/deas I and First Philosophy II. The research explores the
transformation of Husserl’s notion of intuitive givenness and apodicticity, the
phenomenological structure of the horizon, and the tension between Cartesian foundationalism
and Husserl’s later emphasis on the temporal and historical openness of subjectivity.

At the heart of Husserl’s early phenomenology lies the principle of all principles, formulated
in Ideas I. genuine knowledge must be grounded in self-giving intuition, where the object is
presented with immediate and adequate evidence (Husserl, 1983, 44). For Husserl, such
adequate evidence, in which the object manifests itself fully and indubitably, is the highest
form of experience. This approach toward absolute certainty, however, exposes
phenomenology to the accusation of intuitionism and metaphysics of presence, according to
which the truth is understood as immediate self-presence to the subject. Critics such as
Heidegger, Derrida, and the hermeneutic tradition argue that self-givenness is never immediate
but always mediated by temporality, language, embodiment, and intersubjectivity (Zahavi,
2003, 93).

In Ideas I, Husserl first articulates the horizon as the implicit and indefinite background
within which each act of intentionality occurs. Every actual intuition of an object carries within
it a “co-presence” of possible further appearances—other perspectives through which the same
object might be experienced. The horizon, therefore, is not mere absence but a structured
indeterminacy that makes further determination possible. Through this structure, Husserl
explains the phenomenological constitution of objects and of the world as the ultimate and all-
encompassing horizon—the horizon of all horizons. Yet, in Ideas I, Husserl still treats the
world as the correlate of an act of consciousness—reducing it to an intentional object rather
than acknowledging its pre-givenness. This conceptual tension anticipates the later
transformations in First Philosophy I1.

In First Philosophy II (1923-24), edited by Landgrebe, Husserl attempts to systematize
phenomenological reduction through the ultimate grounding of philosophy. Here, he introduces
crucial distinctions between the Cartesian and psychological ways to transcendental-
phenomenological reduction and uses the notion of horizon as the intentional implications of
consciousness.

Husserl argues that every particular act of consciousness implicitly entails a consciousness
of the world as its horizon. No individual experience can be fully analyzed in isolation, for
even the most particular perception presupposes the open context of the world. Hence, genuine
phenomenological reduction must suspend not only belief in individual objects but also the
entire world-horizon tacitly involved in all acts. This structure of anticipatory emptiness
underlies the very dynamism of experience: we continuously anticipate further givenness and
thereby sustain the continuity and unity of experience.

Moreover, Husserl deepens his temporal analysis of consciousness. Every living “now” is
surrounded by horizons of retention and protention, forming the temporal flow of
consciousness itself. Beyond these immediate horizons lie deeper layers of sedimented past
and indeterminate future, which wouldn’t be given apodictically. Thus, horizonality is not only
spatial but temporal; it also constitutes the subjectivity.
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Landgrebe reads these developments as Husserl’s implicit departure from Cartesian
foundationalism. The impossibility of achieving absolute and adequate evidence reveals that
the foundation of philosophy cannot be an eternal, indubitable intuition but must be an act of
decision by a historical subject. According to Landgrebe, the absolute experience that grounds
phenomenology is not apodictic but the free, personal decision of the philosopher to undertake
phenomenological reflection. The grounding of philosophy thus becomes historical and
practical rather than epistemic—a transformation from the ideal of absolute knowledge to that
of existential responsibility. This reading aligns with themes that Husserl would later develop
in Crisis, where the notion of the lifeworld replaces the ideal of apodictic science. There,
Husserl conceives of philosophy as a historical task grounded in the lived world.

Landgrebe’s interpretation, however, has provoked significant debate. Scholars such as
Sebastian Luft and Saulius Geniusas have challenged the notion that Husserl ever truly
abandoned Cartesianism. Luft argues that First Philosophy II represents not a rupture but a
productive tension between two poles of phenomenology: the Cartesian quest for apodicticity
and the hermeneutic-existential turn toward the lifeworld; these are two separate programs,
expressing the paradox of human subjectivity. Whereas the “Cartesian Husserl” pursues a path
of scientific grounding and foundationalism, the “life-world Husser]” is interested in what can
been called a hermeneutics of the world of everyday life (Luft, 2004). In contrast to Luft,
Philosophy as Rigorous Science and Crisis show that Husserl, from the very beginning, was
searching for a unite foundation for these two aspects of humanity and sciences (Husserl, 1970,
148-152).

Geniusas further clarifies the ambiguity in Landgrebe’s use of “Cartesianism.” If understood
as the path to reduction, Husserl indeed later developed alternative approaches (psychological,
ontological). But if Cartesianism refers to the deeper intent of grounding knowledge in
apodictic evidence, then Husserl never renounced it. Even in his later works, the search for
apodicticity remains the regulative ideal of phenomenological inquiry. Despite the ambiguity
to which Geniusas refers, Husserl, however, didn’t ever distinguish phenomenological
reduction from Cartesian path to reduction in /deas 1.

After all, In Cartesian Meditations, for the first time, Husserl explicitly separates the notions
of apodicticity and adequacy: apodictic evidence is not necessarily adequate. The ego’s
experience of itself is absolutely certain yet accompanied by an open horizon of indeterminacy.
Thus, Husserl retains the ideal of certainty while acknowledging the openness and horizonality
of experience. Landgrebe’s claim, therefore, overstates the radicality of Husserl’s alleged
departure.

Finally, given the discussions that Husserl has raised in his later manuscripts about the
temporal constitution of subjectivity, one can ask what structure and laws does the openness of
living present have? What does the anonymity of this immediate presence in reflection mean
for Husserl, and can something deeper and prior to the horizon be found in Husserl's thought?
These questions can be pursued in further studies on Husserl's later thoughts.
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