O,

/'l )
A e
NG A

-l

Lt el S
Py S

University of Tabriz-Iran

Quarterly Journal of

Philosophical Investigations

ISSN (print): 2251-7960 (online): 2423-4419
Vol. 12/ Issue. 25/ winter 2019

The Analysis of Translation as an Art by Aristotle’s Poetics

Mahdi Bahrami

PhD Student, University of Religions & Denominations,
E-mail: mahdybahrami@gmail.com

Abstract

In this text, which employs the analytic-comparative method, we read the
Poetics of Aristotle in a new way to take an example of translation as an artistic
creation. We can present the result of the essay as a metaphor called “the art
of translation”, and then we refer to four evidences which can support our
metaphor: reading the text as seeing the world, understanding the meaning as
perceiving the main action, representing the text as recreating an image, and
word making as the art of poetic. If we want to explain the useful dimension
of our research, it can be said: every translation (if it is considered as an artistic
creation) has a moral dimension which depends on its imitation of the author's
line and reader's culture, and also has an artistic dimension that attends to the
beauty of text and new vision of culture. According to Moderation theory of
Avristotle, an ideal intercultural translation sees the right of author and reader
by the equal criterion. Then it shows a production that is combined with
“representation”, a term which can embrace the beauty and ethic in the art of
translation.

Keywords: poetics, representation, artistic creation, art of translation, cultural
relationship
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1. Mimesis in art and translation

As Avristotle has said about art and poetry, they are based on Mimesis or
imitation. It means that he believes art is Mimesis. But his theory about this
issue is totally different to Plato’s thought. He thinks that Mimesis is not
imitation of Ideas as Plato thought. Mimesis in his thought is imitation from
the existence, aspect or form of things in this world. So he emphasizes that
Mimesis is imitation of something or maybe happenings outside of man. After
collecting all of Aristotle’s thoughts, especially about poetry, it seems clear
that the imitation or Mimesis is a representation of the subject of imitation in
which sometimes the subject of imitation has been represented better than its
fact, like tragedy, and sometimes worse, like Comedy.

It seems that we can see translation as imitation, understanding the latter as
in Aristotle’s conception of art mentioned above. Indeed, a translator at the
beginning of is translation process looks at the text deeply and tries to
understand it as well as possible. After that, he thinks about the value of
translations. In this step, if the text has repeatability in other languages and
cultures, the translator starts the imitation from an original text to create
another text. It seems that this process is like what an artist does to create
artworks.

2. resemblances between art and translation

On the basis of Aristotle's Poetics, we want to explain some resemblances
between art and translation to describe our conception of translation as an art.
We think those resemblances can convince us to see translation as an art.

The first resemblance between creation of artworks and translation is at the
first step of them.

The first resemblance between the artistic creation and translation is in their
first step. Viewing the environment and finding something for imitation is the
first step of artistic creation, which is like confronting and reading a text for
translation. It is clear that viewing the environment deeply and reading a text
carefully are necessary for artistic creation and translation because a surface
of them cannot be suitable and helpful for Mimesis or imitation.

The second step of artistic creation and translation is the accurate
understanding of the subject of imitation. In Fact, deep and accurate
understanding is necessary for exact imitation. Without comprehensive
understanding, imitation of things is not possible. Both artist and translator in
the process of imitation should take this step. In the other words, it seems that
by deep and exact understanding they can find the direction of similarity
between subject of imitation and artwork or translated text.

Rewriting text in a new language like representing an image is the third step
of imitation that is visible in the process of artistic creation and translation. In
this step, combining their understanding and viewing the environment,
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translator and artist try to create the subject of imitation in a new style and a
new form.

The last step of imitation in artistic creation and translation is that of
choosing colors in art and words and other literary elegances in translation,
and using them. In this step, paying attention to details of their work, artist
and translator try to create a new thing that is similar to the subject of
imitation, although it is a new thing and there may be some differences
between them. As was stated, the understanding of the subject of imitation by
artist and translator is a very important step, in which, however, their thought
of the subject of imitation is not totally the same as it, and so, during creating
the new thing their understanding and thought can affect the form and the style
of the new thing.

3. conclusion

In conclusion, it seems that, because of the similarity between art and
translation based on Aristotle's conception of art, we can move from ethical
and aesthetic functions of art, and artist's moral duty in creating art, to the
same aspects in translation and translator.

In other words, based on Aristotle conception, while translator makes a
faithful imitation and a creative presentation of the source, after the ethical
decision to translate and promote the original text, he should pay attention to
linguistic and cultural details of his translation. In this regard, while observing
his audience in the target language, he also refreshes his insights and attitudes
because this two-sided view, the center of gravity of moderation, will take into
account the aspects of beauty and ethics in the cultural interactions of
societies.
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