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Abstract

In the first part of the Phenomenology of Spirit, Hegel criticized major claims of
sense-certainty that have strategic importance across the book’s process. The
sense-certainty claims that it has partial and singular cognition of its immediate
object; and supports his claims in three steps and through the three havens as the
absolute object, the absolute subject and the absolute Intuition. Considering the
text of Phenomenology of Spirit, we attempted explanation and interpretation of
how Hegel could pervade into the claims of sense-certainty using these key terms
of his philosophy, i.e. mediation, subject and object contact, Conception of
universality in a partial circumstance, as well as the power of negation (which are
first suggested in the sense-certainty part and play essential role throughout the
book) and throw them into an internal Contradiction and indicate that through
its steps, the sense-certainty actually comes close to corroborate the universal
circumstance by all its efforts though it looks for corroboration of the singular
circumstance.
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Introduction

Hegel has to break through the immediate (and his claims) before he can conquer
the world. And pave the way for his understanding of thought, subject matter,
and basic terms that are consistent with thinking and movement of the subject
matter. And this is much deeper than to say that this chapter is purely about the
criticism of empiricists and positivists. So in the first step, Hegel fights with his
most powerful enemy in the field of theory. And in this fight, Hegel uses all his
power to bring it to its knees. We are going to interpret how Hegel with the
critique of cense certainty can get permission to use his own theoretical approach.

Three original moments of sense-certainty generally

In the first place, sense-certainty sought to prove its singularity and individuality
with the pure object in front of it but after it became clear that "this", "here" and
"now" are general concepts, He went to his second refuge, the pure subject, to
extract singularity from this "I". So sense-certainty of "this", "here" and "now"
was transferred to what "I" means by these things. In the second step, the sense-
certainty became capture of the general "I" and entered the third step to remain
in its claim in which, apart from "I" and every other object, he devoted himself
to the pure intuition of a particular case. Because it was with the plurality of
objects in the first step and with the plurality of "I" in the second step, its claim
failed. So in the third step, he tries to ignore the two, but in this step, he also
distances from the immediateness that he claimed. And it should only be limited
to one here or one singular "I". in this case, pure intuition loses the ability to
express the place and time of own experience which is a complete breach of the
claims of sense-certainty .

But the significance of the debate was how Hegel confronted claims of sense-
certainty. And how he spoke of the basic principles of his thinking such as
mediation, the intersection of subject and object, the presence of conception of
universality in a partial circumstance, as well as the power of the negative for the
first time in sense-certainty with regard to the necessity of discussion and how
with these terms invade the havens of sense-certainty. This usage also has a
complex dialectical structure because, on the one hand, Hegel uses them to
critique the immediacy and simple sense-certainty and on the other hand, with
the collapse of the claims, he also gains justification for using them. In the first
step, the subject of "I (or ego)" creates the first gap and the sense-certainty
quickly disassociates itself from the view that it obtains all truth from the object.
But it cannot escape from the conception of universality in a partial circumstance
as well as the negative and invalidates both the first and second steps with the
same principles. And Hegel enters the first strike to the immediate claim of sense-
certainty and enters it into a general complex dialectic of the inside of partiality
and being and not being. After saying this, Hegel says that by the general, we are
expressing what is sense-content because "I", "here", "now" and "this" are all
general things and negate their partial things in this general thing. It is also the
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negation that invalidates the third step or third solution of sense-certainty
because it indicates, Sense-certainty cannot attain to its will through the sheer
intuition and denial of any other self and object. And by doing so, Hegel dictates
the concept of mediation even in the most particular things.

Conclusion

Thus, contrary to the claim of sensory-certainty, it is unable to experience the
particulat, for it is now clear that 'this', 'now’, 'here' all refer to the general, and
give rise to a multitude of particulars that negate themselves within these general
things. It is the negation that seems to have played a central role from the
beginning because there was a negation element within all of the plural 'these',
'here' and 'now'. Each time they negated the object they were referring to, so the
object, or truth, as manifested in the expetience of sense-certainty, is not a being
or mere immediate existence, as sensory certainty thought about the object, but
a complex combination of being, not being and negation.
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