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Abstract

According to Chomsky's view, the main part of our linguistic knowledge is
genetically determined. Therefore, language is inherent and this unknowing or
tacit knowledge lies at the foundation of our ability to speak. The purpose of this
article is to analyze the nature of tacit language in Chomsky's philosophy. This
research is based on a qualitative research approach and conceptual analysis
method to study the concept of tacit language and its relation with other main
components of Chomsky's attitude toward language including linguistic
competence, generative linguistics, universal grammar and argument of stimulus
poverty. According to the three main critiques of tacit linguistic knowledge, tacit
linguistic ability, and tacit linguistic rule, the tacit access to the reservoir of
linguistic rules in the philosophy of Chomsky is not well explained and it is not
empirically verifiable. Therefore, when this knowledge is valid, it is based on a
kind of explicit language knowledge of grammar and rules which are expressed
in the form of a statement and can be recognized and verified by the user of the

language.

Keywords: Tacit Language, tacit competence, tacit Rule, Essentialism,
Behaviorism.
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Introduction

Chomsky believed that cognitive knowledge is a situational state that is usually
accessible to thought not in an informed way but in an implicit way. According
to him, our language offers some kind of tacit knowledge in the sense that it is
not accessible to consciousness. In this article, the main components of his
linguistic theory will be criticized and emphasized by their relation to the tacit
nature of language and one of his most important arguments in this regard,
namely the argument of motivational poverty. Finally, an analysis and criticism
of Chomsky's attitude towards the tacit language will be discussed.

1. Criticism of behaviorism

Chomsky argues that the scientific application of behavioral principles derived
from animal research lacks sufficient explanatory power to explain human
language issues.

2. Tacit language knowledge
Tacit knowledge in the Chomsky concept is a kind of ability to use language. This
knowledge is embedded in our brain with nervous structure and is represented
in the form of skill knowledge.

2-1. Language Faculty

Chomsky regards language faculty as a large genetic component of our
biological and claims that the facts about language acquisition support this view.
He sees language as a tool of language acquisition and a kind of intrinsic
component of the human mind that, through the exchange of experience, leads
to a particular language and in turn transforms the experience into knowledge.

2-2. Competence and Performance

According to Chomsky, a person proficient in a language determines the form
of the sentence and its semantic content by internalizing the system of language
rules. According to Chomsky, the body of knowledge is the ability of the speaker,
and linguistic competence is at odds with the linguistic performance that is the
actual use of language.

2-3. Generative Linguistic

Chomsky emphasizes on the mental capacity of reproductive statements
using tacit knowledge of the language in generative grammar and calls it an
attempt to identify what the speaker is aware of.

2-4. Universal Grammar

Chomsky views the universal grammar as a system of principles, conditions,
and rules that are components or properties of all human languages.

2-5. The poverty of Stimulus Argument

Chomsky argues that beyond the mechanism of external processing, there is
an intrinsic mechanism that is activated by the appropriate stimulus. But how can
a physically constrained brain produce unlimited outputs? How does the child
know how to interpret specific structures without relevant training and evidence?
How can a child create an abstract language?
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3. Critique of Chomsky's view
The criticisms of Chomsky's view can be divided into three groups:

3-1.Critique of tacit language

The term should be properly applied to the knowledge that its holders,
although unable to verbally express a rule, can recognize it when presented with
the rule.

3-2. Critique of tacit rule

Compliance with the rule is not necessary and sufficient for tacit knowledge
of a rule. Because the psychological state of knowledge of the rule does not imply
the effective use of that knowledge to create a behavior that is consistent with
the rule.

3-3. Critique of tacit competence

How can a child understand the complex generative language of their own
language? How can a regular language user create and understand new sentences
that he or she has never heard of before?

Conclusion

Chomsky believes that any speaker is proficient at internalizing grammar and
thereby expressing their linguistic knowledge. This does not mean, of course, that
he is aware of, or even can be aware of, the rules of grammar. According to
Chomsky, every language user is implicitly aware of the most important
component of his or her own language, grammar, and rules but in most cases, he
will not even be able to express such knowledge to others. But by examining the
criticisms of Chomsky's view, it can be concluded that his conception of the
meaning of language as derived from the intrinsic power of language and
genetically situated within one's mind and the brain is not sufficiently convincing,
In sum, empirical evidence does not show that Chomsky's attitude toward
language is implicit.
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dodde

oy slp knowing b 4 1) cognizing ¢Mawo! (Chomsky, 1986:269) Sl
bl 5l e ol (ol g Jgeme (slime 1 i (o Shy line 4 a5 5,5 Byme obj colus
oS cul 23d g cOENIZING I Jols (45315 Lre ol 4 .ol (2T (lys (90 pody o yiod
B a8 b 3l wyiwd BB ews (gloges 4 S SlalST IS5 a4 45 adul (¢ly Yeme
S5 & 55 ol ) aIST 131 Sy l55 3 Ll 5l s 1 a1 sl 615 o
(2l S92y I3 (ol st S B3 ot o5l Ko ol D 3 (515 534 gy
5 oo )i 3,558 o)l lyiee (el b plie 5 (Chomsky, 2005)  Suels okde 4130
285518 ol @ole Gl oy alalT JS 4 (il g8 ol bl pal b st aslss
4 Byo (g e o ol Cosl aid G ) g 02imd JSD g oaiS W) (b blod 4y e L5
ly SUj aelgs 3gmg a8 Canl oyl wlis )b adbsy s wyiwd JoB BT o)y o cusline oyl
Lo (5 (8 slaSumn (olod sl Wlst o 08 (ygie iS4 1y W] a9 03,5 Br0a
oaid i ) ol > & ol g e igel oty nl 5w et aelsh s 1 il le
W o o b il ygmmoossls Lo Sbj s 5 aS 5yl 1 51 L ol g sl e AL
el ol g2 b oS cud ol pgies w618 ) lasgere (e aSb Coy dladls
odind Ll (63;lge Cpein oS Sy g dbml |y e 3l aliel dcgesme o)y 245 (slaciglad
01504150 Man &S limo ol 4y aSdy ilyels CudMS line 4 & Lol sl 5 SBBMS 558" as g
IS5 4y 2,00 el iy 55 JS 29100l Mol S5 4 il (0 48 Attt ST (sloaido
Ao oyl 590l oo 1y (6yole b S ol (S35 ] diged ppyino 5 Coml ygmeoels iews g LBV
il (e 51 (655 s porde p ST L (Snoly (Sbj Adds A g (Byme g (yp 4 b LSS 0
ot sl Sl sy 03 e 5 gy A5y Syl Sy 25 e i (T el
wla (ol gladdga o by (b (39 (el Cunle pogad 3 gl B (pw)p 4 ol ]
ooz ol 3 ol ol ytere ) (e g ol s Cumle b ol bl aS Lol (sl
(SSoelz (955 0976 AL g Jelow Ll )3 .85 amlod )15 () g 38 )90 S e 48 (o (S
Wb dalgs 2ol (bj (39 (e 0l

USRI

silSo o] 3 &8 L] (behaviourist) 155, la s o SB93 sog o ] Kool
Sy &8 S ol 4 S8 4l > &S (cognitivist) |Fes s slapms b s Syé sl
wblio ) (g ylab (gl 0,3 ] Lo Canpls &8 sl Sitao 5] sl 03,8 0,L8] sl iaiiy siads Lol
355 Aoy Sl wanlie Sl gl (3908 Sy3 oAU S35 (Sbj d,Sug) g Sl 03)5 facme
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(Chomsky, 1991) Suels 15l o 5l (55 L ety (slacamly (sl olbs y CiiS
Sy 2 55,5 g o 5] Lol SLLS I, Jpol (ol 3,8 o ol Sl lis b
|y 555 4 glay ks ol sl o3l b Sl gge gunidgs (gl B Liimes )25 6 (bl
buog 0l @ 5053k Wged gl S ] b 51 (s)d Gmed Sl g3 AL 035 Ll 15 4y Sgaes
Oy AW 3,8 (pizen 5 Canl ()53 laoyliS ol sl ol (2Ll @ 18 ;LS & S8
sl 03,87 1S5 LS8 (5,55 008 LAk (gladiged plgie 4]y b e S 59 ]

b bS] sl 1 okl (glyls ol L5 (Chomsky, 1988: 24) sl 3,55 53
b bl ool W sl oo o (3 lbcun 5ls Lo (S5 Ml (i (L) 098 45 )05 ode gl it
CEY g sy Cansl Siino gl )3 18 Lo HLi3 ] 3 cewd g S S5 4 aSl cEgel S im g5 o
Ol S355 a5 )5 ad (Bl oms 4 (8L cawd (gl (HBly Rl @ cld Sy L]
» ol melie cpl lp U5 Slacma 53k Lolul 5 )15 )Lis 3 (omalio (13,5 425 ]
IS oS (5,55 ol slles it 39350 4 (cOnceptual apparatus) egede jl>
Sl geli 095 Sy asyod Iy o a8 Wyl awiwd SUj cleMb

a ol 23 adge g cuwl aub pe obj (Chomsky, 2000: 1) Sl sade las
Ol 4 o) usl (o3l 55 (gt Camge Sl (o5 5 00 51,5 o 1 (S8 L 4 &5 il e sled
Ly B35 ke 3,5, plgie 4 ()L 9 )8y Sp3 (055 45 g0 SLISHL8, e elibcslis Sy
hcsshd el Olgis 4 () Sluogad I il & 39 (o0 (5,5 (pl Glacadgiome o3l (L
Ay o ol ply el anslSslaasb 1y o] 1,5)k3, 48 3,60 cavd 4 )b calwcdy; » ol oo
et o 4 o S 53 e s 3 8 el 5 A 53 5 Sl 5 55 i

) ple 53 228 sloodls (gyglo ) ST gl i |l 485 00l |y age Bl 5 03,8
& ks (Chomsky, 1969: 50) Suuels oS5 3l doeas 135,15 (63,18 sl b5 (315 s s o
el (518 pole Cluogad jl glite sl gl (BUS cwlid b

Ol s (1Y

S lbuas (Lo b G ol el (5 22)8 )3 LUl (o9 (lSusly porde ) (e (I
€9 onl (Samoly (555 )0 3,8 0 Syge Sl (IS B 5 o 29035l g 2l (sl Lo ae
Sle o9 o) ool aline g 595 sloadlye 45 Lno oyl & leiS] b ol (3l 0le Ll
b 0bj (=9 plales g w205 (egrde 9 SUj Uly lp o At (ST 5 (S
Mol oo Cand 4 awliduas 3,58 gy ol 5l oUlg ol s e Ui 1) 358 5365 3 ols
At ol el g b5 3,08 Cubld onims JSb S libcaas slo )bl Susly b illas
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S92 Lo ) (ed (o ©yp0 4y (S (I & 395 ondie ol sl (Chomsky, 1992) Sl
slaple 3 (35 Cuo L) 28 S (P (aUly L) oangS 45 A8 (oo SVl £957 pl )0
9y SaSTL g day cawd jl1y LUles cpl glow 51 50 Canl S e jd g ilisy oo 5Tyl egec
3 S oy oS sl ol 3 o)lsl ol 4 (Shsels a8 ane 4555 0 y5ly Cawd 4 0y 1y 1y
bl ol 5 055 oS 295w o 4 e Pl (Glon 5 0 el L psas Ol
5 Syt ol )l g Sl 15 a5 oSy s s 311 T L ey (l5 b 4 S
3 ol b ol adgl ClussT 5l cglaze MalS )b; S cdbjb g dgue (S)le 4 As Jalgd
Slp oz Lllg a8 Jb o cul Sl b les a8 Wl o ol > S5 0y50 oyl )d Az
9ol 5l eslil pas g disle 153 (oS STy NS My S Bl (o (Sbj OB cal ) 585 0 e
S e ot 5 a5l 355 5 i &5 ol s o 5 03 o kg b 2 e g5
ol 05 3,08 ) St 5 b (i (bj I i > sl (B b5 o &

@ ol b b el 5558 gl 4 ksl dlwe & (Chomsky, 1986: 12) Sy b1 3l
O3 > (g JSb 4 (il ppl ams Gl de g Sy S e S GBI (o9 (el e
L gt i3 Lo glon 53,5 i bl L p 45,5 IS5 pols slasaly b 5 s
S5 OBl gl ol 5l S)le 4 md oo pelal (Su3d sladlngy 4 ol lroged 4 ) 0L
Mo ;3 b b (Chomsky, 1965: 19) Sels [l il el gopo Sbj S g (oud
s 5 ST S5 oy Lagas 85 (ol oy 395 oo o 5L i il b (el
33 2y (e S5 4y 2365 Wlgi oo 0kighd b 0aty S &S d o] 53 Byg5 Lol s G ol
S50 g 03590 3939 s 1) oI35 51 (639000l dsgasme Wilg so yi5 S S Canl (il (i cons g
85 5l s hlie oul @B ol Glgs oo bl cmen 4 9 08

loySay b a5 )3 g (b GlusS] s s (Chomisky, 2012) (Seely (5,55 sl
IST 45 2,55 ] (1A (Sl g sl O 58 S g s & s (i
selhe Jolis s iy Sile 4 .l oold )8 dlasl 5yee 1) canl il (gl p3Y by
sl 0g8 o cugldd &4 e by Cjlee (pl i 455 Jols &S Cosl IaLILS S asuis
(Thornton) ¢,53,55 &5 @S lan @ly 13 ) (Sadly jome (20 (Jas Siib & & Wsdipo
Lol 5,8 oo by bld & ol oo |y oo (b &7 Jb j> 3l snée ( Thornton, 2013)
) s 5 ol s BB T bl ol 5 e b B g s il
S o 3,5 53 3 S o s i gl IS 1230 4 0S5 b i 5
(Sl ()55 g S50 (sl 235 (o0 g0 ndigal g Ba3lae ol 5l 6 153L 5 (2,5 4B 5 121
w2 i Sl (SUj aelgB ()39 (s o3 dyge o ol (BS54l (Lol svadlge ()
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oL 098 .Y-)
ey Cupge (SBf Ldes isu glge 4 1) by e (Chomsky, 2005) Sl
by olusST o)lyd 39340 (slacaably a5 cul ee g Lb o b (Biological endowment)
b 098 sxe b a3 sladdlge I S (Chomsky, 1993: 4) ¢ awiS & .l (5,55 o) o>
Alye a1y ob; 098 (Chomsky, 1985: 48) Sl )y (olass] 50,8 5 b 4 & ol
P 4 e Ll o5 b ol ol jlaS Wil e 0ol a3 1S adlge o9 g )b ol Il
Chomsky, ) (Suely esde & a8 o bas Jul 4 ] 408 )l 4 5 3580 ol L)
2 ol oo )3 & Cul (G 48k amd ploil @ly 4 S35 &S s iz by (2000: 42
Bl odd (s ) Sloged & (o slasl plo aile 55 () b (ped 1 2980 2)le S358
3 Byo g wibe Ll () Cutga | odSu lgie ]y manlie Sl glails 355 ol ol 1200 oo
Chomsky, 2000: )  Susls o535 j1 395 0 KT b5 55 (old 0gu 45 (ol pogie 45 3,5 oo
e B g $loraslS ) b > ol 55 s o0 45 )3 3925 b 098 Slumgai (11
@ oS udly jpan LB a4 el 68 g)lid (939)5 Aiged gl )l 3529 el o Lo &S
ol 3B 15 058 65 45 ol Ll 139 Gl Jlod Wl oo A5 i (s (5503 sy 035
B ol b5 cunydb g Cuwps LLBI I JSiite (639)9 9 wgliste bl jl Jols (63959 o
83939 Ol ©lS gy (G lyie @ Sl &5 Sl (IS 4 (1] 098 ol sy Majl 298

A0l (2955 9

(performance) LS g (competence) (yidlei .Y-Y
@ bl p3¥ (Snely oSS 1 (Sbj Wl I3 (g1 (dewd g Colpo Gl pleS e S Gl
S Conl diine (Sumaly 0l €8> U5 QIS Gbj OBIE Glbe ol (g9 Sl 02D rkae wre ol
2 o b Cusl 8)S 18 L) 2, bt 5 &) d glaslyd len b L 4k
i S5 (55 (i sl 05 G5 (155 el 03 BB o5 S 5 G oo S pli
g & sl 0l (W8l 208 02555 0y3 ST 0bj slao)lS pled ()L Sluoguad |
I el s Jolge 5 il (slacudgiono | o3 & 1l by Gl 5 gl ol
OBl ol IS8 55 S a5 Jb 53 WS oo (See (6y5000 CMer (poled Sl 4y B ) et
oGS & g sl Ll sl Glulld b5 (g 9090 45 sl ke 4 sl 0y, S 4,
3 )l 3929 Cglis (5L ST g Gl e (Sole b GBI 1 3) 5 () 4 s Lo il
WHlg5 cpl 65 S 4 g sl 5 )8 Pl 3 ol il (M Sy g (L gtnd 4 s ad
el G Dl g9y g el S ) Jits ol > (il ] e e 4 ol o GBS
SBIL (oobj s b on g ooy ol 4 Cand b il &5 LB ol 4 cul (0140
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by 2elsd plas 3l (B9 b ol & blue 3,8 (Chomsky, 2000) (Suly suie 4
Gl 1y ol o o5 w8 o slml ) (i o) (o S e |y O i lsiee 5 alox (] IS
2 me g 1l 1 Bgw (el Jlons) oxigis b odingS oUly a4 islyy 3 eMasl .awel o Sb;
slol e ) o9 Slo)l G5 (sl s (L5 pmen )15 o)Ll (g5 (bj elsd b JlS” 3Ll
5 Ol G5 )3 b g ool e e 3l (Sl gl 4 23l oS3 e
slay jo Sbj Luiles g sl oty qS iiley yily 0,y ol (ledl ulul y .l Jglsio (sloacld 6405,
b i oS Glp dlea jlodlatal ol (28 )0 418 cunl (b (HBly 38 &5 5L ST L
9 Ob5 p9wd 0yl gl Jols iz o Cawsl SIS jogad 53 ety bl b (S SLLB s
slacundg 503 g wlis | g Cusl ()lai (BS990 1 518 (Sbj Sl sl dlox S Pl
P lhog (o9 4 GBlg g 039 sy U IS5 i3 (e dlasl) 21> ColSs ased (and
I8 by gl Qg bgipe b5 jgies 0)lyd con IS (o Gl 4 Sbj S
s (o 9 03, Jb (£35S 50 gpas s 01923 O Lo 135 3,15 1,8 lalST clid] (Sl
S 45 o 53 ol (] Sy 53 S 254 g8l > o sl 331 sl o
09 Slgi e (Sb5 sl Lol sl (S (P g U B 5> eealie VLS 58 Janle (SLj
bl by 3929 (oud (SlU5 4 LS g e 3)Slas 45 yn
(Generative Linguistics) il owbni b Y=Y
s S5 gla 0ol b el jol8 S35 4eSs a8 wad s Wlgi o (deus Gl (B LD L5 pws e
P o8 sl I 9 jouie 395 (5ple (L) Hgted 3 )5 53 (BB Luws (loj Sde 53 9 Sl
» il old bl olgi e e 1) 035 4 (b Hped (65 S5 ojlal & (S (s ks
iy o5 S by Gl LT & cul ol pre Ao Ll 285 000 (5 s il gliszel
Chomsky, ) (Suels Saib e 55306 Jools b cul B ogas cwl Sbj selsd jl o
O 939y 2 ) & ol QBT kg oS caby gaslsd adlas 4 pslaie oyl sl (1972
ool Jlgw cpl sl (ool gl (ol bbb

o)y o Gl Gl e GBI Sl upe il jelate 4 il plelid (L) 3505,
sgiwd &ly 33 N3 o0 s (99)3 Bl p (e |y (s iz )5 pl g Conl o )b (LasL;
Cuoyd dlos 5 Silodol g5 4y ) Hiwd deled lawgi a5 Canl SMes asgosme slize 4 i]j U
sduic 4 .Cawl odis 3ol b ialy b 5 oyl ales g ol 349 4 b i leie 4
05 o5 b g g3 1 45 s o) &y ol o5 (53 4 8 L5 plen ] S35 Sty
» (Chomsky, 2012) ol .cw! (Mental exercise) aad Jos o9 L) 2,0)5 9 Adb e
O a8 b 5l ews Sl eslazel b doly (slaeylS aad <l y (g)liS il ol )smes
ol o8T )] 4 s 0a65 &S Wil o i )] 005 pasuie glp W ) o
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G 08 S b ol endie & el Slaz ygtd |) Adlige (o3l S &S b 5 15 o] (Sl
Sl ygid o 4 & s (b o)y selsd 1 glasgeme Gyl g g 5l sl ay ol
5 kalyd Jgol 5l otup Jlyis 4 |y Slea y5d (Chomsky, 1976:38) (Susly 55 o0
3l 5 Gl ool By &5 g titd odl (slalj plas Slioguas | ladilge 4 1l3_o selss
Caple glo Olyis 4 olgoe ]y Sl Hged (nlply i (6598 NalS’ (B lbCuny blod 4, 4,
5 Cosl C819S4 5 Ly pludl (e > Slop H5ted el 8,5 a5 5 (o3l iy lel
2 25 S 1l i a0 Spgo (bse 325 4 0l xSk 514l 08 s
5 Sl Glusgas Al o a5 Canl (6,550 Slusgas gyl 4 81 sl Sl jstwd Lge (Sbj
Samoly ol 0 a3l 1 51 03l )b pled &S el g o iee Slaa jgiwd il Bl
955 5 ol 033 e Sl 55 b o5 e 13, e ol b pen | ol csS3k
am3 g0 et ) b 5l o ed JS 4y g SaBTL WS o 55 (il 4 SagS oS olSin
G5t JS5 4 1) ol S8 0000 S @ e JSS 4] G g psted 5 351 g Tl S
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5yl 3929 355" 0 W gy 5 b 6350L syl 5l degemme cpl ol 48,3 J1\E byl (5 ym0 o
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sl oaiti |y ol 555

(Poverty of Stimulus Argument) S yxo ,#83 yy .¥-0
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O slp e syl G5 by S8 IR & o e pe A5 al Bl sl Spee yE
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o 4]y @99 yldle (ol 9 8,5 3929 (B Sl le (S cnlplh a0 s |y (295
S o S

5 L5 slaosl 511, ol 5 Selgs S8 5 10 o] Sy S o ol
1 6o 48 sl e 5l 395 o ) Ll (e (oSt & ) bl 4 5 03, bl
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